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Identifies more than five hundred butterfly species

From Library JournalThis guide complements Alexander Klots's classic Field Guide to the
Butterflies (1951). Largely following the sequence Klots sets up, it covers 512 species occurring
west of the 100th meridian from Coahuila, Mexico, to the Arctic, and including Hawaii and
Alaska. Research through 1983 has been incorporated. Excellent short opening chapters on
studying butterflies, conservation, life cycle and physical structure, and zoological classification
lead into the guide's species accounts, with photographs grouped in the center of the book.
Many species included occur throughout the United States, making it a worthwhile addition to
most library collections. Laurie Tynan, Huntingdon Cty. Lib., Pa.Copyright 1986 Reed Business
Information, Inc.
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David B Richman, “A Standard for Butterfly Watchers. "A Field Guide to Western Butterflies" by
Paul Opler is the book I use as a standard when taking part in the North American Butterfly
Association (NABA) 4th of July Butterfly Count. It is by far the best book to use in the field. I
prefer the artist's illustrations to a totally photographic approach for accurate identification
because several aspects of the same species can be shown on a given plate. In addition there
are a number of complementary photos of butterflies in natural habitats inserted in the text and
distribution maps are placed next to the species descriptions.The discussions are very useful in
locating food plants and in confirming field marks and distributions. Most of the time even tiny
lycaenids and difficult skippers are usually identified easily once you get used to the format. All
in all this is the book to have for identifying butterflies in the west and it outshines all its
competitors for handiness in the field. Combined with a pair of short-focus binoculars and a
good butterfly net for capture and release it just cannot be beaten.I found only one problem with
this book, which is also true of other guides. Occasionally an illustration is slightly off in color or
shows a more idealized pattern than seen in the field. In such cases (especially with some of
the skippers and blues) identification is more difficult.That said if you are a butterfly watcher in
the west you really need to own this book!”

Brian H. Nordstrom, “Field Guide to Western Butterflies. This book lives up to the quality
expected of the Peterson Field Guide series. Descriptions are of 590 species of butterflies, with
110 color photos plus 44 color plates of images. Habitats and foods are described. Range
maps point to where the species are. There's a lifelist at the back of the book and a good
glossary.  I recommend it.”

Elizabeth Hill, “U. S. Butterflies of the West. This book is a great companion to A Field Guide to
Eastern Butterflies. Since many U.S. species are found in both the East and in the West, this
book is a must have if you really plan to study and/or collect butterflies found in the United
States. I started collecting butterflies in the 1950's. The Peterson Field Guide books are
extremely well done and are updated every few years.”

sandy johanson, “butterflies. The Peterson field guides are the best for information on wildlife.
Thank you.”

B.G., “Perfect. Perfect”

Dennis Mitton, “Excellent for the student. Unlike some other reviewers I have always liked the
Peterson guides best and this is no exception. The emphasis of the book is not simply on sight
identification (which can be difficult at best) but also on a rounded education about the world of
butterflies.The first several chapters cover butterfly habitat, life history, behavior and other things



helpful for the collector or student. The main chapters are divided by common names with each
sub-heading giving both common and scientific names. The butterflies are described according
to range, size, and habitat, and there is typically some discussion of the insects' identifying
peculiarities.This isn't the best guide for someone wanting to identity bugs in their garden - other
guides have much better and many more photos - but for the general student this is the best.”

The book by Margaret Titcomb has a rating of  5 out of 4.3. 20 people have provided feedback.
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